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SUGGESTIONS FOR PROJECTS WHICH MAY 
FORWARD THE INTERESTS OF LATIN 


Since the SERVICE BUREAU FOR CLASSICAL TEACHERS 
has no research committees and must therefore depend 
entirely upon its co-operative policy to bring in ma- 
terial from all parts of the country, and in view of 
letters occasionally received by professionally-minded 
persons, closing with the query, ‘‘Just how can I help?” 
the list that follows is printed. The items with a star 
have already been started and will eventually be sent 
in, although help in connection with them may be 
welcomed. (A few have been completed.) That the 
list is by no means exhaustive goes without saying, 
and equally obvious is the fact that here and there 
throughout the country material in certain lines is at 
hand which may be used as a starting point. 


I 


Such professional help as can be given by university 
men and women who are professors and instructors not 
only trained in the classics but interested as well in 
research in the educational field. Such persons might, 
for example, work out the following problems suggested 
in communications addressed to the SERVICE BUREAU: 


*1. A teacher’s word book with words arranged in 
order of importance for criteria; namely, 1) frequency 
in Latin reading, 2) fertility in English derivatives, and 
3) familiarity with the ideas represented. 

2. Comprehensive treatment of problems involved 
in good English translation—a list of principles appli- 
cable throughout the course with appropriate illustra- 
tions. 

3. Collection of material for systematic treatment 
of general language ideas throughout the Latin course, 
intended to clarify the minds of teachers as to various 
linguistic aspects confined in the idea of “general 
language.”’ 

4. A digest of courses of study in Latin in cities of 
the United States of over 100,000 population; also of 
state courses of study. (The aid of the Bureau of 
Education at Washington and of certain state officials 
will be necessary.) 

5. What medical colleges (or courses) require Latin 
for entrance? Also, what colleges of law? 

6. Latin in the junior high school—a nation wide 
survey. 

7. Just what is being done in classes for the training 
of Latin teachers? 


&. An exhaustive bibliography on the subject of the 


teaching of Latin which is kept up to date as time goes 
on. 


9. A survey of standardized tests with a view to 


estimating their value for Latin and a suggestion 
(perhaps) as to others needed. 


10. Contracts—just what are they and how do they 
help? A summary of what is being done in general with 
the Dalton and similar plans. 

11. Possibilities of using to some extent oppor- 
tunities afforded by visual education companies, 
such, for example, as the Eastman School Film Co., 
the Spencer Lens Co, the Keystone View Co., and others. 
Possible ideas to be worked out, such, for example, 
as (to give only a few specific examples out of many): 

1) Pictures of Roman life or reflections of Roman 
ideas in many English words. (As an example, 
the word “‘janitor.’’) 

2) Striking features of Roman life. 

3) The city of Rome. 

4) Classical mythology. 

5) Famous Romans (as a basis for stories involving 
characteristic virtues of the older Romans or 
dramatic accounts of incidents in Roman 
history). 

12. Consideration of radio possibilities (especially 

Vergil lines). 

*13. <A list of classical periodicals and associations 

both in America and abroad. 


II 


Preparation of cectain concrete helps which can be 
worked out by any teacher of scholarship, experience, 
and common sense: 

1. Equipment lists. For example, make out lists of 
inexpensive pictures available in America for notebook 
work and secure lists of those obtainable in other 
countries, especially Italy. Keep these up to date. 
Also a summary of available slides, and the many other 
items of illustrative material useful to the teacher of 
secondary Latin. 

2. Helps in organizing material to meet objectives 
(as some of the newer textbooks are doing). 

1) Historical culturai—what the high school pupil 
should know about the Romans. Collect such 
material as stories of famous Romans found in 
classical literature (read the Loeb Classical 
Library—for example, Livy and Plutarch) es- 
pecially those bringing out old Roman virtues, 
striking features of Roman life, or high points in 
Roman history. Prepare some of these for sight 
work as well as for sources of information. 

2) Connections between the College Entrance 
Examination Word List (for example) and 

a. English words. 
b. Romance languages. 
c. Scientific terminology. 
d. Terms in mathematics, civics, etc. 

Consider all the ultimate objectives as subjects 
requiring organization for systematic and skilful use 
by the teacher. 

3. Supplementary reading for the superior student— 
material available. 
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4. Helps in class procedure in the teaching of certain 
points: forms, syntax, vocabulary, comprehension and 
translation—a project or projects of enormous extent 
and of deep significance in view of the newer ideas 
which are beng tried out at present. 

5. Contributions of material to be lent in the state 
or by the Service BurREAv in any state in the way of 
suggestions to teachers or for use in assembly or exhibit 
programs: 

1) Exhibits of Roman life. 

2) Exhibits of values of Latin study. 

3) Notebooks (or scrapbooks). 

4) Plays in Latin and English which forward the 

teacher’s work. 

5) Models and patterns. Have Art Departments of 
schools in large cities make models of things 
Roman to send around; e. g., furniture, the 
house, etc. Also stencil designs for costumes. 
Have Home Economics Departments make 
classical costumes to lend. 

Club suggestions. 

7) Acollection of such material as might be gained 
by tracing in some large city the influence of the 
classics as seen in art and architecture. 

8) Collection of references to classical subjects in 
current newspapers and periodicals, including 
pictures. 

*9) Slides for the use of the classical teacher which 

will be prepared by the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York, under the direction of the New 
York Classical Club and lent in any part of the 
country for $1.00 plus cost of transmission. Try 
similar institutions in other parts of the country. 

*§. A list of books of fiction dealing with a Greek or 
Roman background with a brief comment on 
each. 

*7. Abibliography of Vergil articles in the Classical 
Journal; also in The Classical Weekly. 


Help in summing up the resources of the various 
states upon which the SERVICE BUREAU or a similar 
organization may rely in discovering the needs of 
Latin teachers and in devising ways of meeting them. 
Answers to the following questions will be of great 
assistance: 

1. Is there a state course of study in Latin, and if so, 
is it in line with newer ideas’ Is there any considerable 
amount of dissatisfaction with it? If there is no state 
course, what is taking place in various cities regarding 
a revision oi traditional procedure? 

2. Are the state educational officials friendly to 
Latin or at least fair-minded concerning it? Are they 
acquainted with the Classical Investigation recom- 
mendations? 

3. Are there records to show whether Latin enroll- 
ment is declining or increasing’ If not, can they be 
secured ? 

4. What colleges, universities, or normal schools give 
courses for the training of Latin teachers? Can the 
names of instructors in such courses be furnished (so 
that help may be received from them and given in 
some cases) ? 

5. What are the leading newspapers in your state 
(mention not more than five) and where published? 
Do they sometimes contain such mention of the classics 
as those contained in Dr. Finley’s editorials in the New 
York Times? 

6. What journals of education are published? 
Where and by whom? 

7 What classically-trained men or women, interested 
in education, can write articles which will appeal to the 
layman who reads publications mentioned in 5 and 6? 

8. What men and women are effective speakers at 
classical meetings? At educational meetings with no 
department prominent? 


9. Who are the leading classical professors and, if 
they are specialists, along what line? Very often 
authoritative information is wanted, and much time 
would be saved if such a catalogue existed. For exam- 
ple, who are the Vergil specialists so much needed just 
now’ (Articles which are based on scholarship but 
brought within range of the secondary field are always 
in demand.) 

10. Are teachers free to select textbooks? 

11. Is the state organized as regards classical meet- 
ings? Can a list be furnished with dates of meeting for 
the past year at least and the name of one officer? 

12. Is any movement on foot in the state looking 
toward the interests of the Latin cause (such, for 
example, as the Ohio Service Committee) ? 

13. What are the entrance requirements in the 
various colleges of the state (other than those of the 
College Entrance Board) as regards Greek and Latin? 


THE DEATH OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 


Notes which may be helpful in pointing out compari- 
sons and contrasts with the world of today. 

Contributed by HuBErRtT McNEILL Poreat, Professor 
of Latin, Wake Forest College, Wake Forest, North 

Carolina. 

I. Livy says (Praef. 10) that the chief benefit to be 
derived from the study of history is the oppor- 
tunity one has of considering instructive instan- 
ces of every sort of thing; so that onemay choose, 
for oneself and one’s country, that which is 
worthy of imitation and avoid that which is evil. 

II. The striking similarity between the last days of 
the Republic and our own time, in many phases 
of life and activity, has often been remarked. 

Let us keep this consideration in mind as we 

proceed. 

III. Reasons for the death of the Republic (some, 
matters of opinion, perhaps): 

1. The gradual loss of faith in the homely old 
gods of the family and the hearth: growing 
looseness of morals. 

2. The rapid growth of wealth, as the number 
of provinces increased (about 12 in Cicero’s 
time stretching from Spain to Syria). 

3. The freezing out of the small farmer by 
big real estate operators and cheap slave 
labor: many evil results. 

4. The dregs of the world poured into Rome; 
many, unworthy, eventually became citi- 
zens and undermined the very foundations 
of good citizenship. 

5. Chief reason: the constitution, developed 
for a small city state, broke down under 
the strain of its attempted application to 
world government. The desire for far- 
flung power, born after the defeat of 
Hannibal, led to strife, factions, and civil 
war. 

IV. Signs of approaching death: 

1. Growing usurpation of power by the 
Senate. 

2. Political crookedness and chicanery; post- 
ponement and disruption of elections and 
disorder in the courts. 

3. Apathy and venality of the electorate. 

4. Exploitation of the provinces. Magis- 
trates, paid no salaries, planned to reim- 
burse and enrich themselves in the 
provinces. 

5. Rise of individualism, as opposed to 
previous contented submergence in the 
citizen body—e. g., the Gracchi, Marius, 
Sulla. 
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6. Horrible sores on the body politic— 
evidence of disease within: Sulla, Sparta- 
cus, Catiline, Clodius, the two Trium- 
virates, civil wars, Caesar, Antony. 

V. Caesar, versatile, talented, saw the situation 
and was strong enough to turn it to his own 
advantage. Killed by the outraged senatorial 
oligarchy at the outset of his civil career. 


VI. Augustus, crafty, cruel, ambitious, built so well 
on Caesar’s foundations that the Empire lasted 
nearly 500 years, in spite of an imperial suc- 
cession of the most incredible scoundrels, fools, 
and criminals the world ever saw. 

VII. Out of the horrible welter of corruption, con- 
fusion and chaos, personal ambition, civil war, 
blood and fire, just one heroic figure emerges— 
incomparably the greatest soul Rome gave to 
the world—Marcus Tullius Cicero. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The Poetry Society of America Offers a Prize in Honor 
of the Bimillennium Vergilianum 


Mr. Curtis Hidden Page, president of the Poetry 
Society of America, announces that a prize of one 
hundred dollars, contributed by Mrs. Corinne Roosevelt 
Robinson and Mrs. William Elder Marcus will be 
awarded for a poem of fine classical quality, especially 
suitable for reading at the Society’s Meeting in cele- 
bration of the bimillennial of Vergil’s birth, and at 
other gatherings in honor of Vergil. 

The competition for the prize is not confined to the 
members of the Poetry Society. Not more than three 
poems should be submitted by any one author. They 
should be sent to Miss Gwendolen Haste, secretary of 
the Society, 42 Bedford St., New York City. The 
author’s name should not appear on the manuscript 
but should be enclosed in a sealed envelope with the 
title of the poem on the outside of the envelope. The 
poem does not necessarily have to be addressed to 
Vergil or celebrate his work, although these would 
be the most natural themes to choose. 

The following members of the Poetry Society have 
been appointed a Committee on the Vergilian Celebra- 
tion: George Meason Whicher, George Edward Wood- 
berry, Edwin Markham, Curtis Hidden Page, Caroline 
Hazzard and Mavis Clare Barnett. This committee 
has power to add others to its number. 


Designs for Vergilian Bookplates 


Several interesting designs for a bookplate com- 
memorative of the Bimillennium Vergilianum have 
already been exhibited; but the Committee charged 
with the selection of an official bookplate wishes to 
examine other designs before making a final choice 
among those submitted. All persons interested are 
invited to send complete designs or suggestions of 
appropriate emblems and mottoes for Vergilian book- 
plates to the Chairman of the Committee on Posters, 
Postcards, and Bookplates, 

James C. BoupREAU, 
Director of the School of Fine and Applied Arts, 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York 


A Chairman’s Request 


The lecture committee for the Bimillennium Vergili- 
anum is making a list of lecturers on Vergil and would 
be glad to have information sent in by professors and 
instructors who have prepared lectures on Vergilian 
subjects, or who can give information regarding 
acceptable speakers in this field. 

Such information should be sent to Roti H. 
TANNER, New York University, University Heights, 
New York City. 


LECTURES ON VERGIL 


A rare chance to hear an eminent scholar of England 
lecture on Vergil is offered to Americans. The INsTI- 
TUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION announces that 
Professor R. S. Conway of the University of Manches- 
ter expects to be in the United States from November 
10th to January 12th or perhaps a little longer. He 
has been invited to address the Teachers’ Classical 
League in Los Angeles, December 16th to 21st. His fee 
for a single lecture is $75.00, and $50.00 each for two 
or more lectures in the same institution on consecutive 
days. Some of the topics on which he is prepared to 
speak are: 

1. The Chivalry of Vergil 

2. The Philosophy of Vergil 

3. The Architecture of the Aeneid 

4. Vergil’s Vision of the World 
5. Where was Vergil’s Farm (Illustrated: 6 out of 

21 of the views have been published.) 
6. Vergil as a Prophet of the Messiah 
7. Poetry and Government, a Study of the Power of 
Vergil 

8. Vergil as a Student of Homer 

9. The Youth of Vergil 

10. An Introduction to the Georgics 

He also offers a course of five lectures on Vergil 
covering the following topics: 1. The Farmer’s Boy 
2. The Maker of Stories 3. The Statesman 4. The 
Philosopher 5. The Herald of Christmas 

Any institution or organization wishing to engage 
Professor Conway should write for dates as soon as 
possible to Miss Mary L. Waite, Executive Secretary, 
Institute of International Education, 2 West 45th St., 
New York. 

The Vergilian Cruise 


Several cruises seem now to be assured for the Ver- 
gilian Pilgrimage for the summer of 1930. The Bureau 
of University Travel announces that its cruise, under 
the presidency of Professor Magoffin, has added to its 
faculty Lorado Taft, the famous American sculptor. 


BOOKS 


Greek Through English. ArtHUR S. Way. J. M 
Dent and Sons, London. Imported and sold by E. P 
Dutton and Company, New York. $1.20. A small and 
attractive book. 


. 
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Translation of Virgil’s Georgics. C. W. Broprips. 
A beautiful book imported and sold by D. Appleton 
and Company, New York. $4.00. 


A quotation from a letter received from the secretary 
of the French Classical Association (Guillaume Budé) 
as the May NotEs goes to press: 

“Guide illustré des Campagnes de César en Gaule 
suivi d’un guide sommaire de Vienne, Orange, Arles, 
St. Rémy, Freyjus. Par Monsieur L. A. Constans, 
Professeur 4 la Sorbonne, Paris. Ready in June. 

This book will contain about 100 pages and at least 30 
maps and views of the country mentioned in the text. 
For the present it will appear in French only at a cost 
of 12 francs. I shall be very grateful if you will kindly 
advise me as to the possibility of its being translated 
into English, that is, if you think that our publication 
will appeal in your country. Each year we shall publish 
in addition a Leaflet giving full details as to trains and 
hotel accommodations. This will appear both in 
French and English.” 


A CORRECTION 


An important article by E. K. Ranp of Harvard 
University, entitled ‘‘Virgil and the Drama,” was by 
accident omitted in the list published in the front page 
of the April issue of Latin Notes. 
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A REMINDER 


The Latin Notes will not appear again until October. 
The AMERICAN CLassIcaL LEAGUE therefore takes this 
opportunity to urge members to save the money, time, 
and effort of the organization by sending in at once 
renewals for membership. Otherwise it is difficult to 
know whether to order from the printer 4000 October 
Notes or 7000 which has been the number he has sent 
each month since November, 1928. New members 
who join at once will receive the May issue free of 
charge. The dues of $1.00 cover a subscription to 
Latin NoTEs as well as membership in the League, 
and make it possible for those who ‘oin to take ad- 
vantage of the facilities afforded by the Bureau in the 
way of material at hand and exchange of ideas through 
correspondence. 


MATERIAL FOR DISTRIBUTION 
I. In Mimeographed Form 


This material ts lent to teachers upon payment of post- 
age, or is sold for five cents per item unless otherwise indi- 
cated. The numbering 1s continued from the April issue 
of Latin Notes. Leaflets I-II, III, IV, containing a 
complete list of material available for distribution at the 
beginning of the school year may be secured free of charge. 
368. The story of Philemon and Baucis, dramatized in 

English by ETHEL Mackay, Annie Wright 
Seminary, Tacoma, Washington. 

369. Test questions on Roman private life arranged 
by ELEANOR P. Mar.oweE, College of Education, 
University of Minnesota, for students preparing 
to teach Latin. 

370. A student’s report on ‘Aeneas as the model 
parent and asa Roman citizen.” By B. W. Davis, 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

371. A Latin test to be given at the end of the ‘“‘try- 
out”? course in grade 7. MARGARET ENGLAR, 
Supervisor of Junior High Schools, Baltimore, Md. 


II. Latin Notes Supplements 


Numbers I-XLII are available as single issues and 
I-XXXVI appear also in a bound volume which sells 
for $4.00. The revised edition of Supplement X dealing 
with Equipment is ready. 


III. Bulletins (I-XIII) 


XII. The Latin Club. By Law er, Univer- 
sity of Kansas. Price 45 cents. 

XIII. Latin in the Junior High School. Prepared by 
a Committee in collaboration with the SERVICE 
BureEav. Price $1.00 for single copies; 75 cents 
each for 5 or more. 
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A PICTURE FOR A VERGIL SCRAPBOOK 
The Trojan Horse 


Henri Paul Motte 
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From a painting in the Corcoran Art Gallery, Washington, D.C. 


The SERVICE BUREAU FOR CLASSICAL TEACHERS offers a prize of $15.00 for the best scrapbook (or notebook) 
prepared by a Vergil Class in a New York City High School during 1929. Will not persons in other large cities fol- 
low a similar plan? If these books are contributed to the SERVICE BurREAU, they can be lent free of charge (except 


the cost of transmission) to schools throughout the country which request such a loan. 
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